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More than $1 million in SSHRC grants to support vital 
social sciences and humanities research projects 
 
Several University of Lethbridge researchers have received Insight and Insight Development 
grants worth more than $1 million through the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council. Their projects will delve into varied topics including immigration, artist-run 
centres, charitable giving, Depression-era Canadian poetry, and medical assistance in 
dying (MAiD). 
 
“Research in the social sciences and humanities plays an essential role in understanding 
and improving the human condition,” says Dr. Dena McMartin, vice-president of research at 
ULethbridge. “These grants enable our researchers to enrich cultural understanding, foster 
a deeper appreciation of human experiences and make an impact on the lives of everyday 
citizens.” 
 
The following researchers have been awarded Insight Grants: 
 
Dr. Debra Basil, a Dhillon School of Business professor of marketing, will look at the 
immigrant settlement experience in small to mid-sized cities in Western Canada and 
develop a community-based social marketing program to improve newcomer settlement 
experiences. 
 
Dr. Devon Smither, associate dean in the Faculty of Fine Arts, plans to examine and 
document the history and impact of artist-run centres, which were created in the 1960s 
and 1970s as alternatives to commercial galleries.  
 
Dr. Julia Brassolotto’s project focuses on the complexities of MAiD in Canada by examining 
the ethical issues surrounding MAiD through o]icial government statements and lived 
experiences. 
 
The following researchers have been awarded Insight Development Grants: 
 
Dr. Hamid Akbary, a sociology professor, will examine potential biases in Canadian 
immigration policies and the public perception of refugees from Afghanistan and Ukraine. 
 



Dr. David Hobbs, an English professor, looks to recover vital portions of Western Canadian 
literary culture from the Great Depression by examining the work of poet Dorothy Livesay. 
 
Anthropology professor Dr. Jodie Asselin’s project centres on the transformation of 
culturally significant landscapes due to climate change and climate change mitigation 
measures. While such landscape change is occurring around the world, Asselin will focus 
on sites in rural Ireland to both record and acknowledge site loss and the implications for 
rural futures, providing a lesson applicable to communities across the global north. 
 
Dr. Jessica Jacobson-Konefall, a Faculty of Fine Arts professor, plans to examine 
longstanding ancestral cultural forms as they appear in contemporary art in Winnipeg. The 
project brings attention to Anishinaabe, Eastern European and Caribbean diasporic arts. 
 
Charities in Canada face increasing demand but many lack the resources to serve 
everyone. Dr. Rhiannon Mesler, a Dhillon School of Business professor at ULethbridge’s 
Calgary Campus, will look at consumer backlash to charities that accept donations from 
firms that generate their money by legal but morally questionable means, such as alcohol, 
tobacco, gambling or non-renewable energy, and how they might navigate the challenge. 
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caroline.zentner@uleth.ca 
 
Our University’s Blackfoot name is Iniskim, meaning Sacred Bu;alo Stone. The University is 
located in traditional Blackfoot Confederacy territory. We honour the Blackfoot people and 
their traditional ways of knowing in caring for this land, as well as all Indigenous Peoples 
who have helped shape and continue to strengthen our University community. 
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